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The maintenance of this Old Order under stress of changing
technological conditions would be helped out by certain peculiar
circumstances of the case. As has been noted above, the Baltic
peoples habitually borrowed new technological ideas as well as
new elements of decorative art, which they handled with such
freedom as would argue that these borrowed elements carried
over in their transit little or none of the fringe of conventional-
ities, magical precautions and tabus, that customarily attach to
such elements among the people among whom they have arisen
or have gone through a protracted development. That they bor-
rowed freely of all those things that could leave a material residue
to testify to their presence would argue that they will also have
borrowed with some facility of such immaterial elements as would
leave a residue only in the texture of the institutional fabric of
succeeding generations.1 Such persistent borrowing has a direct
effect in the way of discouraging a growth of rigid conventions or
a reduction of institutional details to ultra-rigorous authenticity.
differs widely from what has been prevalent in other places and among
other peoples on a similar general level of civilisation. It is only that these
other instances do not immediately concern the subject under inquiry.
In fact, it will be found that the cultures loosely classed as upper-savage
or lower-barbarian quite commonly show much the same institutional
traits as those here indicated. The like loose, quasi-anarchistic, non-
coercive social organisation comes in sight as a matter-of-course, e.g.,
among the Eskimo, particularly the eastern and central Eskimo, who
are by force of circumstances more habitually at peace than their western
relatives} so, again, in a degree and with a difference, among the Indians
of the Northwest Coast, or among the Pueblo Indians, and there are
similar resemblances and reminiscences to be found here and there in
Indonesia and Polynesia. All of which argues that this Old Order of the
north-European civilisation is neither erratic, exceptional, nor of a pre-
carious kind 5 and that there is all the more reason to look for recrudes-
cence of its underlying spiritual attitude in cases where the current cir-
cumstances favor or admit a reversion to conditions of peace.
1Some evidence to this effect is to be seen in the borrowed Gods in-
cluded in the Asa mythology, as well as in the shifting fashions of
sepulture.